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community planning and 
representation

support to 55 community groups advice to 230 people 
advice clinics across the region site history searches 
technical information Derry Enniskillen Banbridge 
Castlewellan Magherafelt Belfast preparing statements 
of case letters of comment detailed planning policy 
analysis permitted development PPS 21 speaking 
at planning committee object to a sports stadium 

testing innovative engagement methods facilitating 
community and public consultation Antrim and 
Newtownabbey take part in a workshop effective 
dialogue popup democracy participatory card 
games community visioning Newry Mourne 
and Down community planning is here get 
involved open discussion tool testing citizen 
reporting Mid and East Antrim public forums 

promoting community and voluntary sector 
representation in council community planning 
structures helping people get involved processes 
for effective dialogue taking part on an equal 
footing be part of the decision making process 
maximise community involvement making voices 
heard influencing processes for effective service 
delivery articulate views on needs and priorities

exploring methods of community participation in land 
use planning study visits to exhange views developing a 
skills framework to support place-based participation 
understanding different participation processes see 
how planning processes shape how places evolve 
blended mobility in Aveiro and Milan share experiences 

exchange learning develop skills report on learning

 
consultation, tool testing and 
engagement

 
landuse planning advice and 
support

 
community participation in 
planningOnce again, our planning advice service has been extremely 

busy with many community groups and people in every local 
council area benefiting from our much-needed support. This is 
a great achievement considering the ongoing struggle we have 
to retain funding from the Department for Infrastructure for 
planning advice and the uncertainty that continues to affect us 
all in the community sector due to the current political impasse.   

As the Chairperson of the Board of Directors it is clear to me 
that individuals and groups struggle with the complexities of 
all forms of planning legislation and procedures and we are 
lucky to have such a skilled workforce to assist communities.  
The work of our planning advice staff is extensive ranging 
from site visits to liaising with all the planning authorities 
and from assisting communities at appeals to preparing 
detailed technical submissions to aid them in supporting or 
objecting to applications.  As the 11 local councils increasingly 
develop their own unique planning policies and procedures the 
challenges to our staff in providing accurate up-to-date advice 
are ever growing.  This is a concern to the Board and one we 
will continue to raise with the Department in our continuous 
efforts to ensure Community Places has the resources required 
to meet the needs of disadvantaged people and communities.  
Alongside this we will continue to make the case for equal 
and equitable processes and opportunities within the planning 
system for all communities. 

We have also been involved in supporting the community 
and voluntary sector’s participation in Community Planning 
structures and encouraging the wider community to engage 
in the community planning process in their localities.  We are 
particularly grateful to both the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 
and The Building Change Trust for supporting these aspects of 
our community planning and engagement work.  

I would like to thank Colm and all the staff team for all their 
hard work and dedication and convey a huge thank you to all 
the Board members who give up their time and expertise freely 
to guide the work of Community Places and provide additional 
assistance whenever it is required.
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•	 Ann McNickle (Chairperson)
Causeway Rural and Urban Network

•	 Murray Watt (Treasurer)
Supporting Communities 

•	 Conor Corr
Cookstown and Western Shores Area Network 

•	 Michael Graham
South Belfast Partnership Board

•	 Austin Herron
Carrickfergus Community Cultivators

•	 Raymond Jackson
Confederation of Community Groups Newry and 
District
 

•	 Stevie Johnston  
Individual Member

•	 Nicola McVeigh (resigned September 2017)
Ulster Architectural Heritage Society

 
•	 Cathy Polley

Ards Development Bureau and Community Network 

•	 Colm Bradley – Director 

•	 Grace Campbell - Planner (until September 2017)

•	 Elaine Devlin – Planner (until October 2016)

•	 Claudine Doherty – Planner

•	 Celine McCart – Administrator 

•	 Louise O’Kane – Planner 

•	 Doreen O’Neill - Projects Secretary

Board 2016-2017

Staff

Out £

Staffing Costs 176,300
Other Costs 49,589

225,889

£££  

Community Places
2 Downshire Place
Belfast  BT2  7JQ 
t: 9023 9444          f: 9023 1411
e: info@communityplaces.info

www.communityplaces.info
www.communityplanningtoolkit.org
www.communityplanningishere.org

In £

Grant Income 197,655
Other Income 48,771

246,426

We specialise in:

•	 planning advice 

•	 community engagement  

•	 community planning

http://www.communityplaces.info
http://www.communityplanningtoolkit.org
http://www.communityplanningishere.org

